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Settling into bed after working a swing shift at Andrews Air Force Base, Capt. Cammy
Nulty, '97, is startled by a large jet roaring low over her Alexandria apartment, flying in the
direction of the Pentagon.
Todd Courtney, '99, is driving south along FDR Drive, looking through his windshield at
the massive twin towers of the World Trade Center as he approaches the south end of
Manhattan.
At 8:45 a.m., Michael Zhu, '94. is getting a first cup of coffee before starting the workday in
his office on the 51st floor of World Trade Center tower #1.
It is Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2001.
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n a few years, when 18-month-old
Cherlin is old enough to understand, her
father will try to explain to her why he
keeps a photo I.D. card that was his security
"pass" into a building that no longer exists.
In a few years, Michael Zhu, '94, might tell
his daughter how much he thought about her
when he was stuck in a packed stairwell 30 or
40 stories above the street, and why it is so
important to him now to spend as much time
as possible with Cherlin and her mother, Ting.
In a few years he might tell her about the
strangers who helped him, about the acts of
kindness, about what he saw and heard and
felt, and about the men who followed their
duty past him and up the stairs when everyone
else was desperate to go down.
For the present, however, the toddler is
content that her father comes home every day
on the train from his job in Jersey City.
So is her father.
A NORMAL MORNING

It was early and only two-thirds of the
employees at Tradeweb were in the office
on the 51st floor of the World Trade Center's
north tower. Tradeweb is an on-line
investment company where Zhu designs
and develops software for companies and
institutions that trade fixed income securities
— government and corporate bonds, that kind
of thing.

About a mile away, Todd Courtney, '99,
was driving south toward the Brooklyn Battery
Tunnel, which he used daily to commute from
his Manhattan apartment ("I live downtown.
If you go to my roof you could see the twin
towers.") to his job with the pharmaceutical
company Eli Lilly.
Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2001, "was like a normal
day."
Across the Hudson River in New Jersey,
Stanton Rowe, '75, was picking up some
printing for Percutaneous Valve Technologies,
Inc., the Fort Lee, N.J., company for which he
is president and CEO.
"I had just gotten my first cup of coffee,"
said Zhu. "And I felt ... a bang, like you hit
something with a hammer. It wasn't that loud,
but we felt the shake, once. Only once. That's
important."
It was 8:45 a.m., EST, and American
Airlines Flight 11 had slammed into the tower
about 30 floors above Zhu's office.
"My first thought was, earthquake. Then I
figured, it shouldn't be an earthquake. In an
earthquake the earth shakes continuously," he
said, recalling childhood memories of a 1976
earthquake in China that killed 300,000
people.
Half a minute passed. Someone in the office
yelled, "Run!" Zhu and his co-workers ran to a
stairwell.
"I saw something falling outside when I was
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running toward the door," he said. "I just
followed everybody else. When I was in the
stairwell coming down, a lady said something:
"Not again." She was probably inside the build
ing in 1993, but she wasn't with our company."
The stairwell was crowded, but Zhu and the
people around him moved quickly down the
first ten floors. "Then we stopped, totally
stopped, because people were coming (into the
stairwell) from the lower floors. We slowed
down a lot.
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'/ felt... a bang, like you hit
something with a hammer. It wasn't
that loud, but we felt the shake,
once. Only once. That's important.'
Michael Zhu
"At everyJloor there's a door and some
times, when someone opens if, I can hear the
alarms. At some floors there was water on the
floor inside the door. There is no smoke in the
stairwell, but a very strong smell of gasoline. It
was a little scary.
"We kept the left side of the stairway open,
to let injured people down. I saw three or four
people helped by others coming down. They
were walking, but they were burned badly.
"One thing, when we were coming down,
about 20 firefighters were going up. They
passed us on the left side of the stairwell.
That's something that I remember so vividly.
Continued on page 4
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On his first official visit to UAH as The University of Alabama
System's new chancellor, Dr. Malcolm Portera talked to UAH's
Faculty Senate in January about universities taking a larger role in
Alabama's economy, about expanding research and about producing
Delois Smith, right, acting vice president for student affairs, presents a plaque
to Pat Richardson thanking him for his key role in creating the University of
Alabama extension center that became UAH. A past chairman of the UAH
Foundation, Richardson also received the first official UAH class ring.
Designed specifically for UAH, the new ring is available to alumni and
students only through the UAH bookstore..

better teachers from the system's teacher education programs. Portera
returned to the UA. system, where he spent more than 20 years, after
serving for two years as president of Mississippi State University.

The University of Alabama in Huntsville presents an evening with

Engineering management
captures ASEM awards
The engineering management program at UAH has
been recognized as the best program in America by the
American Society for Engineering Management (ASEM).
The department and several UAH engineering management
students and faculty were honored during the 2001 ASEM
national conference in Huntsville.
Awards presented to UAH included the Excellence in
Leadership in Engineering Management Program, which is
given each year for the best engineering management
graduate program in the country.
Dr. Donald Tippett, an associate professor of industrial
and systems engineering, was recognized for his contribu
tions to the discipline and to the society by being named
one of only 25 ASEM fellows. Dr. Jerry Westbrook, director
of UAH's distance learning program and a professor of
industrial and systems engineering, was elected a fellow in

2000.
The Merritt Williamson Award for the best student
paper presented at the annual conference went to Ronda
Riegle, an engineering management doctoral student at
UAH, for her paper, "Measuring Organic and Mechanistic
Cultures."
ASEM's top individual award is named for the
organization's founder, Dr. Bernard Sarchet of the
University of Missouri at Rolla. The 2001 Sarchet Awards
for outstanding contributions to engineering management
and ASEM went to Westbrook and Dr. Bob Waters at
George Washington University.

April 13, 2002 • 7:30 p.m
UAH Campus Quad
Tickets - $20 advance • $25 day of the show
Tickets on sale at all North Alabama Branches of:
Alabama Credit Union, AmSouth, Colonial, Compass,
Regions and SouthTrust Banks and Railroad Bazaar.
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A new
look...
Dear Alumni:
Maybe you've seen the television
commercial for the "perfect" car that
the manufacturer's engineers just can't
resist tinkering with and improving.
That's pretty much how things go with
the UAH Alumni News.
The Alumni News is funded by the
UAH Alumni Association and is pro
duced utilizing the talents of a team of
writers and designers. We're always
looking for ways to make the product
more interesting, attractive and cost
efficient. This is only our fourth issue
and, as you've undoubtedly noticed,
we've already modified the format.
Our new look provides better
quality color reproduction, less ink
'rub-off,' and a convenient size that
makes it easy to take us along for a
quick read during lunch hour, while
you wait for your flight (or your turn
through the security check), or while
taking your turn at the carpool.
Perhaps most important, this format
actually gives us more printable
column inches at a lower cost.
The UAH Alumni News is paid for
by the alumni association with revenue
generated through programs like the
UAH VISA card. Every time you use
your card, the alumni association
earns a royalty. This project, along
with services like our insurance and
phone programs, provides a stream of
continuous funding that doesn't rely
on contributions.
When you participate in these
programs, you help make the UAH
Alumni News and the free services
that we offer to all graduates, such as
e-mail forwarding, a reality. For more
information about these programs, visit
our web site at http://www.uah.edu/
Click on "alumni and friends."
We enjoy your comments,
compliments and suggestions, and
invite you to tell us what you think
of our new look. But don't ask us to
stop tinkering. Our goal is to be the
very best ... and then to keep
improving.
Enjoy.

Address Changes!
UAH Alumni Association
Alumni House 131
Huntsville, AL 35899
© 2002 UAH Alumni Association

www.uah.edu
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junior mechanical engineering student Tammy
WH O
prepares a rocket engine for a brief test on the UAH
campus. A group of UAH students built the engine, which
is expected to propel a vehicle to an altitude or 8,000 feet as
port of a student launch initiative sponsored by NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center, The launch will take place on
Redstone Arsenol in the spring
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Benjamin Hooks, former executive
director of the NAACP and the
first African-American to serve on
the U.S. Federal Communications
Commission, talks to UAH students,
faculty and alumni, Hooks was
on campus os the guest speaker
for UAH's annual Martin Luther
King, Jr., program.

Sir Ian Axford named Chan scholar at UAH
Sir Ian Axford, director emeritus of
Germany's Max Planck Institute and
one of the world's leading astrophysi
cists, has been named Pei-Ling Chan
eminent scholar in astrophysics at
UAH.
"There, in Alabama, the place is
full of space scientists and astrophysi
cists, which suits me right down to
the ground," said Dr. Axford. "It looks
very nice. I can do the things that
interest me most."
Axford joins the UAH faculty in
August. He will teach and conduct
research at UAH during the fall
semester for at least the next five
years.
"Sir Ian is definitely a major figure
in plasma physics and space physics,"
said Dr. Jack Fix, dean of UAH's
College of Science. "I feel very good
about this, that he wants to be here to
work with the faculty. He is interested
in collaborating with people here and
at the National Space Science and
Technology Center.
"He's also going to develop and
teach an advanced graduate class in
cosmic electrodynamics."
A native of New Zealand, Axford
received his doctorate from
Manchester University in 1960. He
was a professor at Cornell University
and the University of California at
San Diego before being named direc
tor of the Max Planck Institute for
Aeronomy in 1974.
A pioneer in solar-terrestrial sci
ences, his research made major contri
butions to magnetospheric, solar and
cosmic ray physics, and astrophysics.
He also led the institute that provided
the 'heart' of the camera used by the

Sojourner Mars rover.
Named "New Zealander of the
Year" in 1995, he was knighted in
1996. He received the Chapman
Medal of the Royal Astronomical
Society, and the John Adam Fleming
Medal of the American Geophysical
Union. He was named a fellow of the
Royal Society, London, a foreign asso
ciate of the National Academy of
Sciences, an honorary fellow of the
Royal Society, New Zealand, and a
fellow of the Academia Europaea.
He is also namesake of the lan
Axford Fellowships in Public Policy,
which were established in 1995 as a
reciprocal program to the U.S. State
Department's Fulbright Scholar
Program.
The Pei-Ling Chan eminent schol
ar chair in astrophysics was endowed
at UAH through a gift from the fami
ly of Dr. Chia-Hwa "Tony" Chan, pro
fessor emeritus of physics. Dr.
Johannes van Paradijs was the first
Chan eminent scholar from 1993
until his death in 1999.

Continued from page 1
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The southern Hp of Manhattan
and the smouldering site
of the World Trade Center as
seen on Sept. 12 from a
Satellite more than 400

miles high.
(Photos from Spacelmages.com)

They made us feel better. We thought, 'OK, somebody is
here helping us.'"
"I never realized what was going on," said Courtney.
"The Trade Center towers were directly in front of me,
right through my windshield. I looked out and saw the
building smoking. The last thing you would think is that
an airplane hit. 1 thought, 'All right, there's a fire in the
building.'"
"I heard on the radio of a plane crashing into the World
Trade Center," said Rowe. "Logically, it couldn't be an
accident, but what were the implications? Suicide? It's hard
to fathom such events ...
"I knew a few people in the World Trade Center, had
visited their offices there.
"I decided to drive home and to call my wife home until
we understood the implications. On the way a reporter
spoke of another plane approaching. She was professional,
observant, cool and calm until it struck. There was a long
silence. Choking, her voice cracking, 'It hit the building. It
just went in. Another airplane ...' Then, crying."
It was 9:03 a.m. As stunned viewers watched on live tel
evision, United Airlines Flight 175 crashed into the World
Trade Center's south tower.
"I looked up again and I saw the other building on fire
and I knew that something wasn't right," said Courtney.
"That's when you start thinking about your friends who
work there. That's when I turned around and started head
ing home."

FLIGHT
"Inside the stairwell somebody got a phone call and said
a plane had hit our building, but we didn't know about the
other one," said Zhu. "I remembered that before a plane hit
the Empire State Building. I thought it was another small
plane, another accident."
It took Zhu and his colleagues about 45 minutes to walk
down 51 floors.
"I think at the second or third floor we were moving
fast," he said. "People started running the last several
floors. The whole lobby is flooded because all the sprinklers
were on. In the lobby there are policemen and emergency
workers directing us. About every 20 feet there was
someone telling us, 'Go. Go.'

'The first thing I remember was a huge pool
of blood on the ground .'
— Michael Zhu

"That's why we all headed in the right direction, up
town ... north. If you go in the other direction there's
nowhere to go. You wind up against the river. We were
basically totally confused, but they directed us to go to the
right direction."
Finally, about 9:40 a.m., Zhu ran outside.
"The first thing I remember was a huge pool of blood on
the ground just outside the building, but no body. Then we
were in a small plaza. At that point I turned around and
realized what had happened. Two buildings were on fire.
"Then we kept running. They won't let us stop, the
policemen and the emergency workers. They basically
formed a small line directing everyone, 'Keep going. Keep
going toward midtown.'"
After running another two or three blocks, Zhu stopped
again and tried to find a pay phone. "But at every pay
phone there was a line of people. Later I ran into a small

eatery, a small convenience store, and there was a phone
with three or four people in front of me. So I waited five
or ten minutes and made a phone call to my wife, 'I'm
OK. I'm safe.'
"She wasn't worried. She didn't know what had
happened; there's no radio and no TV at her work. She
didn't know how serious it was until 1 phoned. Then
someone took her to a conference room where they had
a television.
"Then, basically, like many other people, I just stood
there three or four blocks from the building. I could see
the buildings clearly. Then I saw the second building
collapse. That was something. The top part goes
sideways a little bit ...
"Immediately, everybody starts running again, so I ran
too. I can see the huge black smoke coming toward us,
but I was far enough away not to have anything on me."
It was 10:05 a.m.
"By the time I got home the first building had fallen,"
said Courtney. "Everything was in turmoil. You couldn't
get ahold of anyone. The phone lines were down. You
couldn't really communicate with anyone.
"I've got a lot of friends who worked in that building.
Right away, you're kind of in shock."
"After running another three blocks away, I was still
on the street where I can see those buildings," said Zhu.
"People started talking and asking, 'What happened?' I
remember one person said the Pentagon was hit, and
the reason they hit us was that we help Israel. I listened
to other people talking. We're all just looking, then
someone yelled, 'There are people jumping.' I'm a little
bit nearsighted and I didn't have my glasses, so I didn't
see it.

'It's not a bunch of buildings. It's a
big grave ... It's a scar down in the
bottom of the city.'
— Todd Courtney

"Then, about 10:30, our building came down.
"I think I was very calm. I think I was in disbelief.
This couldn't be happening. It's not right.
"The building came down vertically, basically. The
building I was in has a huge antennae on top of it.
When it came down that antennae stood straight up.
I remembered seeing some demolitions of old buildings,
where they controlled how it goes.
"This one was exactly like a controlled demolition.
'People moved away slowly, but we didn't have to run
this time. We were just far enough away, but it is people's
instinct to move away from danger. So we moved away,
away, away.

the city' and he says, 'No, everything is shut down.'"
(At 9:21 the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey ordered all bridges and tunnels in the New York
area closed, including the 18 bridges and tunnels to
Manhattan.)
All of a sudden there were a bunch of ambulances
coming from the World Trade Center very fast and
people are saying there was another explosion. They said
a gas pipe under the trade center exploded, so we started
running again.

Then I started thinking, 'How do I get out from the
city? I knew there wouldn't be any train in the subway,
because the station is under the World Trade Center. I
started to move toward the west side highway. I walked
to that street and there were many ambulances and
many people walking toward midtown.

"Then an ambulance stopped and a fellow opened the
back door and said, 'Get in. Get in.' About ten people,
including me, got on the ambulance and it raced several
blocks in about a minute. The ambulance stopped and
we thanked the person who helped us.

"I just kept walking uptown, but I didn't know where I
was going. I asked a policeman, 'Is there any way out of

"Then some police person started broadcasting, 'If you
want to go to New Jersey, go to pier 61. There are some
Continued on page 7
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Answering the call
Capt. Camella Nulty's call to action
came through an answering machine

by David Denton

It's not unusual to hear planes in
Alexandria, VA. It's not unusual to
hear jets coming and going to nearby
Reagan International Airport.
But the jet that roared over the
Alexandria apartment of U.S. Air
Force Capt. Camella 'Cammy' Nulty,

Capt. Cammy Nulty, left, takes a break from a
training exercise while she was stationed at the
U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado. The Pentagon,
above, shows the scar of the Sept. 11 attack. (Aerial

'97, early on the morning of Sept. 11
got her attention: "When it came over
my apartment it rattled every window

photo from Spacelmage.com)

pane. I thought, 'This is very odd.' I
couldn't tell if it was trying to land or
take off, but it was flying very low."
After a normal night shift in the
Malcolm Grow Medical Center
emergency room at Andrews Air Force Base just out'
side Washington, D.C.,'Nulty was settling down for a
morning nap when the jet roared over her
apartment, heading in the direction of the Pentagon,
about five miles away.
Although Nulty went back to bed, she kept hearing
beeps on her answering machine. She didn t realize at
first what was happening because she had the volume
turned down.
About 10:30 a.m. she decided to check her

"It was like they were on a mission to find some
As an emergency room flight nurse, Nulty was

one they had lost and were operating on adrenaline,"

prepared both by UAH's College of Nursing and by the
U.S. Air Force to handle emergencies. But she expected

she said. "We couldn't get them to stop."
One man, a ranking officer, came to the emergency

nothing like the events of Sept. 11. After completing a

room at Andrews days after the attack. On his second

midnight shift, she would work five more hours that

visit he broke down and cried in front of Nulty, saying,

day, mostly on adrenaline.
"When the crash came I didn't hear it or see it, but

"1 can't find Lance."
The two men had been talking at a distance in a

I could smell it," said Nulty. "The way the buildings

Pentagon hallway near the point of the crash at the

are situated between me and the Pentagon, I couldn t
see it through the buildings. If I had been by the

moment of impact.
Nulty said security at Andrews A.F.B. has been

Potomac, I would have."

tight since the attack. In the days following the attack,
it took 45 minutes to drive to the base hospital.

machine and found a series of messages from the

"Security is very tight now," she said. "We have

medical center and friends, a chronological picture
of the nation's situation. While the rest of the world
turned to television, radio or the Internet for news of

guards carrying M-16s and checking under our cars.

Arlmgton

For days after the attack, people with ties to the
military kept coming to the Grow emergency room

the terrorist attacks, Nulty got her first updates from

for free medical treatment, Nulty said. "For three to

her answering machine.
"The first message told me about the New York

four weeks after the attack, Pentagon employees were
coming in with panic attacks.

attack, instructing me to get ready to go there, she
said. "As 1 listened to the other messages, I learned

MARYLAND

about the attack on the Pentagon."
The jet that thundered over her apartment had
been crashed into the Pentagon.
As Nulty listened to messages she heard from
friends saying, "Have you heard what happened ? Turn
on the television." Nulty tried to get through to the
emergency room at Grow, but telephone lines were
jammed. She tried her cell phone. No luck.
In the meantime, she started packing, not knowing
if she would be sent to New York. Then she drove
back to work.
"The drive to Andrews is only 10 miles," she
recalls, "but it took me an hour to get there.
The drive took longer than usual because people
inside the Washington D.C. Beltway were evacuating,
and many were leaving through Alexandria.

6

Andrews
A.F.B.
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"Then came the anthrax scare.
"The closest post office to Andrews is Brentwood,
where two people died. Many of the people who came
in just wanted to be checked out because they were

From Grow she was dispatched to the crash scene,

afraid they had been exposed."
One day, the E.R. was shut down for six hours

where everything was in emergency mode: "When I

because a woman brought in a mysterious letter she

got to the Pentagon, it was chaos. Helicopters were

thought might be carrying anthrax spores. It was a

flying in and out. The only sounds you could hear from

false alarm, but proper emergency procedures had to be

the air were F-15 and F-16 fighter jets patrolling. A
few of the injured went to Andrews, but many of them

followed anyway.
"I was the charge nurse that morning," said Nulty.

were also carried to civilian hospitals in Georgetown

"When she came in I lost both the night shift doctor

and D.C. General."
Nulty said there were various people on the scene

and a nurse because they had to be quarantined with

who wouldn't slow down long enough to be examined,

(the woman) and her children."
The emergency room was then placed in a lock

even though some of them had cuts and bruises from

down" mode with no one coming or going.

flying debris.

"We were still getting daily briefings from the Centers
for Disease Control about the procedures with possible
anthrax cases," Nulty said. "This was early on, when we
were still learning what to do. With the other possible
anthrax cases we didn't have to lock down the emergency
room, since these people had showered and changed
clothes.
"The possible anthrax cases got to be so many we didn't

Continued from page 5
boats there to carry people to the other side of the
river.'
"Pier 61 is in midtown, north of the building
where I used to work for Merrill Lynch. In the
summer, at lunch, I would take a walk along the
river. So I started to walk. When I got there there
were more than a thousand people, a huge line of
people, waiting to get onto the boat. So I won
dered, wow, how long will it take?

have the time to treat everybody else. We had to finally
send them to other hospitals in the city."
Nulty said the usual load of patients for the shifts
of two to three nurses, the attending physician and interns
is 80 to 110 in a 24-hour period. At the height of the
anthrax scare the staff was getting from 30 to 45 patients
with anthrax concerns every day, in addition to the regular
patient load.
Nulty and the staff at Grow treated two cases of actual
anthrax infection. One patient was having trouble
breathing, while the other case was evident in the form of
a rash.
In the days following Sept. 11, Nulty also had to work
around the possibility that she could be posted to duty in
the Middle East. She is a member of the Andrews Air Force
Base's Critical Care Air Transport Team (CCATT).
Through Nov. 30 she didn't know if she was going to be
sent overseas.

'For three or four weeks after the attack,
Pentagon employees were coming in with
panic attacks. Then came the anthrax scare.

— Cammy Nulty

"There are five bases that have CCATT units," said
Nulty. "All of them were called up expect ours. We were
told we were considered to be fighting on the home front

The cleanup continues at 'ground zero' in New York.

and would not be called."
Other military medical units from the Washington D.C.
area left for New York on Sept. 11, but couldn't get in.
While access to Manhattan was closed, military emergency
units were waiting across the Hudson River in New Jersey
and couldn't get across. After several hours, they gave up
and returned home.
Six months after the terrorist attacks, security at
Andrews is still at a level that keeps memories of
the attack fresh. Cars are randomly searched and bombsniffing dogs are still around, Nulty said. Two automobiles
that tried to go through a gate without stopping were
chased, rammed by large trucks and forced to stop.
In the weeks following the attack, Nulty attended
a memorial service that she found particularly moving.
The husband of a doctor at Andrews had been killed at
the Pentagon, and Nulty attended the funeral at Arlington
National Cemetery.
"When we arrived at the burial site, it was on a hill
overlooking Washington," she recalled. "And when I looked
in the direction of the Pentagon, the view facing us was
the site of the crash."

"It surprised me. It didn't take long. We all got
on this huge cruise ship. They put people on every
floor. They put us in the restaurant, at the tables
with the silverware ready to serve lunch. And they
took us to New Jersey."
From the pier in New Jersey, buses evacuated
everyone to the stadium at the Meadowlands, "but
we still didn't know where to go from there. Then
there are some cabs that stopped. People surround
ed it, asking if they can take us. They said, 'We will
take you to the Jersey train station and you can go
from there.'
"I got on a cab with three other people. The cab
driver didn't charge us anything, but took us to the
train station. We were going north and I'm sup
posed to go south."
On top of that, train service was suspended. Zhu
called his wife to explain his predicament and just
as she was insisting that she would drive up from
South Plainfield, "a bus stops and the driver said,
'Who wants to go to Newark train station?"'
At 5 p.m., a bus ride and a train ride later, Zhu
made it home to South Plainfield — as the crow
flies, less than 25 miles from Manhattan.

' I ' M AT THE HOSPITAL"
For Courtney, however, getting home was just
the beginning.
He was called by doctors who knew about both
his pharmaceutical background and his volunteer
work in the emergency room at Brooklyn
Methodist Hospital.
"They asked me to come to St. Vincent's," he
said. "They were making that the staging area for
deciding where victims would go. I
didn't even get my car. I just ran
across town."
The expected flood of emergency
patients never materialized.
Courtney helped with the
patients who did arrive at the St.
Vincent's emergency room. "There
was really no in-between. Either
they weren't hurt too badly or the
people had compound fractures
because of concrete falling and
whatnot.
"I worked there for a little while,
which caused some confusion in my
family. I had talked to someone on
the phone and told them I was at
the hospital, but couldn't talk."
"A number of my colleagues were
working around the WTC and we
had a frantic time contacting
everyone to ensure their safety,"
said Sapna K. Kapil, '94. "By 6 p.m.
we were able to verify that all were
safe. Unfortunately, some people
1 knew outside of work didn't
make it.
"My husband was going to
interview with Cantor Fitzgerald
and might have been there
that day."
Nearly 700 of investment firm
Cantor Fitzgerald's 1,000 employ
ees were in the company's offices
above the 100th floor in World
Trade Center Tower One that morning, and were
killed.
"My partner was visiting the city that day," said
Rowe. "I reached him by cell phone and was able
to contact his panicked wife and tell her that he
was fine, just stuck on the other side of the George
Washington Bridge."
Once it became apparent that there would be no
flood of wounded survivors, Courtney had to deal
with the new reality of life on Manhattan.
"I didn't work for a week and a half because I
live downtown," he said. "They had us quaran
tined. They had us locked in. There was no
vehicle access, initially, from 14th Street south.
They weren't allowing in anything except
emergency vehicles. All the stores were closed. I
could only get in because I had a drivers' license
with my address on it.
"Everything's blocked off. They're ID'ing
people and frisking them. After three days I left to
get groceries and 1 had to walk all the way up to
42nd Street, because the subways weren't working
and all the stores south of that were closed. They
Continued on page 9

Safety suits
Kappler
just fine
One of the world's leading providers
of safety clothing adapts to business
after Sept. 11, and anthrax, and war
by Ray Gamer

George Kappler, '76, pinches fabric in the
arm of a Pro Vent suit and shakes his head. This
garment could protect hospital emergency room
workers from some of the world's most serious
health threats — AIDS, hepatitis, anthrax and
most chemical agents used in bioterrorism.
But it has been difficult getting the health
care industry to accept his product, each of
which costs three or four dollars more than the
standard 'scrub' outfits worn in hospital emer
gency rooms across the country.
"Today's factory worker has better protec
tion than America's health care workers," says
Kappler, president of Kappler Inc., one of the
world's leading manufacturers of protective gar
ments. "AIDS and hepatitis both pose a threat
to anyone who comes in contact with a patient,
especially in emergency room situations where
they may come in contact with a person's
blood."
The problem became more threatening
after Sept. 11. Domestic terrorism brings with it
the specter of bioterrorism, including the use of
anthrax, smallpox and other agents, such as
sarin and mustard gas.
"Even a small, isolated attack would dump
an overwhelming number of patients into an
emergency room, creating an even more
dangerous situation than already exists," says
Kapper.
A major challenge after the Sept. 11 and
anthrax attacks has been determining what
products might be needed to respond to future
attacks. How might civil and military
authorities respond to chemical or biological
attacks? How best can portable hospitals and
decontamination wards be protected from
outside contamination? Medical personnel will
need both protection and flexibility, so they can
move quickly while performing delicate medical
procedures without compromising their own
safety.
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George Kappler started his company with $10,000 and eight employees. Today, he oversees one of
Guntersville's largest private employers with more than 300 workers and annual sales of $80 million.

The U.S. Food &. Drug
Administration is also raising
concerns. Kappler has been
meeting with nurses' associa
tions and with other emer
gency workers to show the
promise of his protective
garments.
The company's ProVent
garments have the look, feel
and weight of regular emer
gency room apparel, but give
protection from blood-borne
viruses. At the same time, a
patented fabric lets body heat
and perspiration escape,
keeping the wearer more
comfortable.
ProVent was designed
specifically for the health care
field, according to Kappler, and
represents only one item in a
wide variety of product lines

George Kappler is suited up in one of his company's ProVent products,

offered by his company.
The growth of environ

which will protect emergency room workers from some of the world's
most serious diseases and threats — AIDS, hepatitis, anthrax as well as

mental consciousness and
liability issues involving the

chemical agents used in bioterrorism.

handling of hazardous

Bank of Guntersville with an idea — but not

materials has pushed the company's growth

much of a plan.
"I walked up to the owner of the bank and
said we had no idea how much money we
needed — maybe $10,000," he said. "A couple
of weeks later I had to go back and ask for
another $100,000."

since the its creation in 1976.
In those early days Kappler made clothing
primarily to protect workers from materials such
as asbestos, powders, carbon and dirt. Kappler
approached John Willis Jr. at First National

know exactly how crowded that building would be.
If it was at noon, I don't know if I could get out
because it is so crowded."
Recovery has not been without its rough spots:
"I remember the week after (Sept. 11) we went to
a shopping mall in New Jersey and 1 parked my car
in the garage on the second floor. As soon as I got
out the ground shook because a car went by.
"I was almost getting a heart attack because the
ground was shaking."
"Day-to-day life is definitely back to normal,"
said Courtney. "People are back to work and going
about their business. I'd say attitudes have
changed. You can tell that people are more toler
ant. You see people taking more time, going to
brunch and dinners. A lot of them are New
Yorkers. They're with family and loved ones,
enjoying what we have in the city, and that wasn t
normal.
"I'm good now. I have no problems in terms of
the thing. It's definitely etched in my memory for
the rest of my life. And there are times when
Michael Zhu, '94 M.S., computer science, right, with his wife Ting and their daugher Cherlin.

Continued from page 7
had sold everything and couldn't get any
Kappler says he was fortunate that a local banker
was willing to risk loaning his group money to start the
company. Today, the Guntersville, Ala.-based company
that began with a $10,000 budget and eight employees
has grown to annual sales of approximately $80 million
and 1,000 employees, about one-third of those in North
Alabama.

"Although we started off the business sewing
garments to protect people against particulate matter,"
he said, "we found out quickly there was a market for
garments that provide protection from acids, solvents
and gases."
Kappler says some companies offered clothing that
was suitable for one type of contaminant, but no one
offered apparel giving protection against a wide range
of hazardous materials. In the early 1980s his company
solved that problem by layering different fabrics.
The company's product lines now include more
than clothing. Kappler also provides face and eye pro
tection, gloves and protective footwear — all designed
to minimize inhalation, limit skin contact and avoid
contamination of clothing worn under the protective
garment.
"We take a 'whole cloth' approach to making
protective garments," Kappler says. "It means that
fabric, seams and construction are treated as an integral
unit, rather than separate parts of the manufacturing
process."
Kappler holds more than 30 patents for its
protective fabrics and apparel.
During the upcoming year, he plans to work with
the health care industry to formulate standards that can
be approved and adopted by doctors and hospitals.
"We can produce the ProVent surgical gowns for $7
to $8 apiece, and that provides complete protection
from viruses and blood," Kappler says. "That compares

deliveries.
"The streets were being patrolled by the
National Guard. It was strange. You see all those
pictures, like from Israel, of 18-year-olds with
machine guns. That's what it was like here. They
were checking everybody out. It was sad, but it was
comforting because they were there to help.

"The first couple of days were the strangest,"
Courtney said. "All you can do is sit and watch
TV. If you go up to the roof these two magnificent
towers are gone.
"The first days are tough. You hear from friends
that this person is missing and that person is miss
ing. After a while you get so many phone calls you
lose the emotion of it. 'Yeah, another person is
gone.'
"There were nine of my friends who were gone
in that building.
"After the first couple of months, they're still
uncovering bodies and still undoing the rubble,
and one of my friends, her mother kept saying,
'She's missing. She's missing.' You want to tell her,
'She's not missing. She's dead.'
"How do you tell someone's mother to give up?
How do you tell them that nothing good is going
to come out?
"For a couple of months you're sad and upset
and you're angry."

RECOVERY
"I'm OK," says Zhu. Tradeweb moved into new
offices in New Jersey (two train stops from the
World Trade Center) and was back on-line in late
October. Looking back at the events of Sept. 11,
Zhu says that the death toll might have been
much higher than the current 2,800+ estimate if

to a current price of $4 per gown.
"I think that is a small price to pay to protect

the terrorists had arrived an hour later.
"At nine o'clock in the morning the building is

workers in our nation's health care industry."

only half or maybe 60 percent full," he said. "I

things evoke those memories."
"From my office in New Jersey I could see the
towers," said Rowe. "They landmarked the south
ern tip of Manhattan. (Now), in the distance from
my office window I see nothing. No proud towers.
No smoke pouring out of the ground. Nothing."
Courtney hasn't made the walk to the southern
tip of Manhattan to see the disaster site.
"I won't go down there, either," he said. "I'm
kind of conflicted about that whole thing. Rudy
Guiliani had these platforms put up for people to
see ... I guess that's OK. It's a whole different
thing to go down there ...
"For me it's not a site, it's not a bunch of build
ings. It's a big grave, that's what it is. It's a scar
down in the bottom of the city that you're going
to live with for a long time.
"I really don't need to see that."
Zhu, on the other hand, has been back once to
see the remains of the World Trade Center.
"That was in late October," he said. "I didn't
want to go, because I saw too much on television
already, but my wife insisted. So on the weekend
we took the train to New York City. It stopped
about 33 rd Street and we walked to downtown.
"We couldn't get as close as we wanted. There's
only one street where you can see debris of our
building. From that point on you can't go on
unless you are a resident. We saw the debris, dark,
black, huge, like a mountain of dirt and metal.
"When I look at that thing I basically went
back to that day. That's all that's left. A lot of
things were lost. A picture of my daughter. Several
books that I loved. A tea cup that my co-worker
gave me as a gift when I left Portland, Oregon.
"The way those two buildings came down, that
has just stayed in my memory so clearly," said Zhu.
"I have been in that building for three years. I had
brought my friends, my family and my in-laws to
that building. We took pictures of me and my
friends and my family there.
"It's just like a part of you is destroyed."
— Phillip Gentry
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The bride wore cream white. The groom wore a black tuxedo with formal
jazz trombone. Well, as formal as a trombone can be. Dr. Don Bowyer,
an assistant professor of music and conductor of UAH's jazz band, figured
he was going to be married only once so he might as well make it
special. His wedding to Donna Lamb in the Roberts Recital Hall on Dec.
29 featured an eleven-piece orchestra with an eleven-member choir
performing a jazz wedding Mass composed and conducted by the groom,
who was featured in several trombone solos. Bowyer did put down his
horn and baton long enough to exchange vows and rings with his bride
in a ceremony officiated by his father, the Rev. John F. Bowyer.

Home
plate
You support aspiring scientists, artists,
teachers, entrepreneurs and more
when you buy a UAH automobile
license tag, which is on sale at
courthouses throughout Alabama.
In addition to announcing your pride
in UAH, your tax-deductible $50 fee
for one of these distinctive, limitededition designer plates supports
student scholarships for deserving
young people attending UAH.
And it's so easy to get!
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"Trade Up" on your annual renewal
date by writing "UAH Collegiate Tag"
on your renewal notice and adding
$50 to the amount listed. But why wait?
You can trade in your old tag for a
UAH tag at any time, and you won't
lose credit for any taxes already paid.

Support UAH's
"Roads Scholars" today!

UAH 'Tag Team'
More than 700 drivers across Alabama
are showing their support for UAH in a
public place: On the back of their cars.
More than 700 alumni, faculty and staff
are sporting the special UAH collegiate
tag on their cars, trucks and sport utility
vehicles. Their ongoing support allowed
the university to provide scholarships for
seven students during the fall semester.
"This is an outstanding group of young
people," said Dr. Derald Morgan, UAH's
vice president for advancement. "And with
support from our alumni and friends, there
will be many more outstanding groups in
the future."
UAH's 'tag team' for the 2001-2002
academic year included:
Frankie Bibby is a sophomore marketing
major from Walnut Grove, Ala. As director
of Frosh Mosh she serves on the SGA
cabinet. She has been ACE special events
director for two years, is public relations
director for Delta Zeta sorority, was
Panhellenic president and a COMPASS
counselor.
Jed Earls is a junior nursing major from
Decatur. A member of the homecoming

court, Jed is a Lancer and a COMPASS
counselor. He was an SGA member for a
year, is a member of the UAH chapter of
the Alabama Student Nurses Association,
and of Sigma Nu fraternity.
Tiffany Freeman from Muscle Shoals is
a sophomore majoring in biology.
Tim Hale from Oneonta is a senior
majoring in management information
systems. He is getting a headstart on his
IT career by working part time in UAH's
Information Services office.
A senior when she received her
scholarship, Re'Quanda Moore, '01 B.S.,
biology, of Huntsville is now in the biology
M.S. program. She worked at the UAH
Student Development Office and was a
recruiter and an orientation counselor. She
also teaches a Sunday school class and
directs the children's choir at Solid Rock
Christian Church.
Autumn Russell of Flat Rock, Ala., is a
junior majoring in management information
systems, with a special interest in database
interfacing. She works part time in the
College of Nursing and is involved with
"Camp Success" at West Huntsville

UAH's "Tag Team" scholars for the 2001-2002 academic year are, seated from left, Wesley
Skinner and Tiffany Freeman, and, standing from the left, Jed Earls, Frankie Bibby, Tim Hale,
Autumn Russell and Re'Quanda Moore.

Elementary School, helping children with their
school work.
Wesley Skinner is a freshman who attended
West Point High School in Cullman County.
He recently decided to major in pre-optometry.
He is active in Campus Crusade for Christ.

Parvis e glanibus quercus
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It isn't clear what these folks are watching behind Roberts Hall, above, but it certainly

set in the UAH Archives shows a closeup of a shiny UNIVAC 1108. If you can

looks like the people in the foreground are sitting about where the Nursing Building

help us identify either of these photos, please drop us a line or send an e-mail to

would be today. And it's just a guess, but it appears that the photo at right is supposed

gentryp@email. uah.edu

to show off the university's brand new computer hardware. Another slide in the same

25 years ago

20 years ago

15 years ago

January 1977: UAH's first homecoming includes
a concert by Pure Prairie League, a bonfire, float
competition and the UAH-Athens State basketball
game. Nan Hamner is crowned UAH's first homecom
ing queen. Today, Nan Hamner Troiano, '78 B.S.,
nursing, is co-director of critical care at Thomas
Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia.

March 1982: In the first of four straight appearances
in the club national championship game, UAH's threeyear-old hockey team beats Southern Methodist to win
the first of three consecutive club national champi
onships. Led by Coach Joe Ritch, '72 B.A., political
science, the "von Braun bullies" compiled a 31-2-1
record. In the club championship tournament UAH
beat club teams from the University of Colorado, Penn
State and Northern Arizona to get to the title game.

Feb. 8, 1987: Working in a lab on the ground floor
of Wilson Hall, UAH scientists Dr. M.K. Wu, Jim
Ashburn, '86 B.S. and '90 Ph.D., physics, and
C.J. Torng, '87 M.S., physics, discover the first "high
temperature" superconductor. It is the first conductive
material found to offer no resistance to electricity at
temperatures warmer than liquid helium.
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Chargers!
REIN
2001-2002 Winter Sports
Men's Basketball
17-7 (7-7 Gulf South Conference)
Fifth in the GSC East Division

Women's Basketball
14-12 (9-7 GSC)
Fifth in the GSC East Division

2001 Fall Sports
Volleyball
28-9 (13-3 Gulf South Conference)
National ranking: 20th
Eliminated in the second round of NCAA South
Central Regional Tournament.
All-GSC first team: Senior middle hitter Ellen LaFiore.
All-GSC second team: Senior outside hitter Lindsay
Dunham and senior setter Jane Baumgartner.

Women's Cross Country
Fifth in the NCAA South Region
Second in the Gulf South Conference
All-GSC first team: Amy Phillips
All-GSC second team: Natalie Fahey

Caught up from behind in a tangle of legs, arms
and sticks, above, sophomore center Jason Tinwick
struggles to keep his balance, while sophomore goalie
Adam MacLean deflects a shot on goal. At press
time the Chargers were fighting for seeding in
the College Hockey America tournament,
March 14-16 at Niagara University.

Men's Cross Country
Eighth in the NCAA South Region
Third in the Gulf South Conference
All-GSC second team: senior James Terwilliger and sophomore
Andrew Hodges

Women's Soccer
12-5-1 (5-2-1 GSC)
Team records for wins, conference wins, goals, assists and shutouts.
All-GSC first team: Senior midfielder Stacey Anacker, freshman forward
Emily Holder, and freshman forward Ashleigh Wilson.
All-GSC second-team: Sophomore Cory Vilders and freshman
Kara Pearson.

Men's Soccer
6-9-1 (3-4 GSC)
All-GSC first team: Senior defender Edward Katamba
All-GSC second team: Senior Robert Smith, senior Jacob Noffke, and
freshman Jonathan Brunet

GSC All-Academic Honorees (Fall 2001)
Cross Country (men) Brandon Eubanks, sophomore, mathematics
Andrew Hodges, sophomore, pre-med

Volleyball
Ellen LaFiore, senior, electrical engineering

What's a freshman center doing with the ball just
over half court? Daniel Easterly, above, is trying
to get the ball into the more experienced hands of
senior forward Andre Lang during action in a
68-65 UAH win over West Georgia. Senior guard
Fred McGinnis, left, shows that if you can't go over
an opponent you can go under and around.
McGinnis led the team in assists this year and
was second in scoring at 13.3 points per game.

Men's Soccer
Edward Katamba, senior, electrical engineering

Women's Soccer
Stacey Anacker, senior, engineering

Game photos by Deb Wilkinson
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2002 BASEBALL
Date

Opponent

Site

Time
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MARCH
14
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Junior guard Jessie Inman,
above, scans the defense
in an early season game.
Later in the season, junior guard
| LaKendra Hogg, left, got some
elevation before shooting over
a defender.

2002 SOFTBALL
Date

Site

Opponent

2002 TENNIS

Time
Date

MARCH
13

Home

West Georgia

5 p.m.

29

Home

"Miss. Univ. for W<

5 p.m.

Home

Athens State

1 p.m.

30
APRIL

Site

Opponent

Time

Home

Wallace State (M&W)
UNA (M&W)

3:30 p.m.

Mardb
5
8
9
21

Home
Home
Home

Alabama A&M (M&W)
Cumberland (M&W)
Alabama A&M (M&W)

6

Home

"West Alabama

1 p.m.

23

Normal, AL

7

Home

Martin Methodist

1 p.m.

Home

"Lincoln Memorial

3 p.m.

Home Lincoln Memorial (M)3:30 p.m.

9

April
4

13

Home

"West Florida

1 p.m.

14

Home

"Valdosta State

1 p.m.

20

Athens, AL

21

Home

Meridian, MS

GSC Tournament

1 p.m.

2002 TRACK & FIELD
Site

Opponent

1 p.m.

Mardb
9

Huntsville, AL

Alabama A&M Invitational

TBA

April
20

Huntsville, AL

UAH Invitational

May
23-25

San Angelo, TX

NCAA Division II

MAT
4-5

1 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

Date

Athens, AL 1 p.m.
"North Alabama

3:30 p.m.
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NOTES
George W. Williams, '71 M.S.,
industrial and systems engineering,
of Coldwater, Miss., is dean of busi
ness, career studies and technology
at Southwest Tennessee Community
College in Memphis. He serves on the
Technology Accreditation Commission
of the Accreditation Board for
Engineering and Technology, and is
a member of the Engineers Club of
Memphis, the American Institute of
Chemical Engineers, and the
Association of Career and Technical
Education. He and his wife Sylvia have
two children, Leslie and Brian.
Dr. R. Michael Browder, '73 M.S.,
management, of Bristol, Tenn., is
general manager of
the Bristol
Tennessee Electric
System. He is
chairman of the
American Public
Power Association
and of the
Tennessee Valley
Public Power
Association's Rates
and Contracts
Michael Browder
Committee. He is
vice-chairman and
treasurer of the Tennessee Quality
Award board of directors. He has
received numerous awards from the
American Public Power Association,
the Tennessee Valley Public Power
Association, the Tennessee Industrial
Development Council, and other
professional and civic groups. He
and his wife Linda have one son,
Michael, Jr., one daughter, Lisa
Browder Rainero, and one stepson,
Michael Lee Parker.
Douglas F. Campbell, '73 B.A.,
economics, is southern region
account business manager for ColgatePalmolive Co. He and his wife
Deborah live in Huntersville, N.C.
Neal Teruya, '74 B.S, manage
ment, of Hixon, Tenn., is a computer
security project control specialist at
the Tennessee Valley Authority in
Chattanooga. He and his wife Mary
Lu have three children.
Dr. Michael E. Fleenor, '75 B.S.,
chemistry, of Birmingham, has been
named director of the Jefferson
County public health office, where
he had been deputy health officer for
operations since 1994.
Orlando N. Acosta, '80 M.S.,
electrical engineering, of Miami, Fla.,
owns Outer Space Press. He writes
non-fiction books about physics,
cosmology and "the limitations of
the human brain." He also writes
fiction under the pen name Carlos
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Miralejos. He has four children.
Debra Welch Terrell, '81 B.S.,
biology, of Madison, is a senior
scientist at System Studies and
Simulation, Inc., of Huntsville,
working with the Environmental Test
Facility at NASA's Marshall Space
Flight Center. She won a 2001 NASA
Public Service Medal, and two NASA
Group Achievement Awards. She is a
member of the Asbury United
Methodist Church, the American
Society of Microbiologists, and the
American Society of Clinical
Pathologists. She and her husband,
Charles Terrell, '83, have two sons,
Elliott and Eric.
Dr. L. Dale Thomas, '81 B.S.
and '88 Ph.D., industrial and systems
engineering, of Huntsville, is
manager of the Systems Engineering
and Integration
Office in the
Second Generation
Reusable Launch
Vehicle Program
Office at NASA's
Marshall Space
Flight Center. He is
a moderator at First
Christian Church
and a member of
the International
Council on Systems Dale Thomas
Engineering, the
American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics, and the Space Systems
Committee of the International
Astronautical Federation. He and his
wife Susan have one daughter, Ashley.
Sheila F. Buchanan, '82 B.S.,
accounting, is financial planning and
analysis manager for a $900 million
company within Lockheed Martin.
She and her husband Terry live in
Merritt Island, Fla.
Dr. Judy Williams, '82 B.S,
biology, of Durant, Okla., is a professor
at Southeastern Oklahoma State
University. With funding from an
NIH grant, she recently completed a
study of gonadal steroid hormones
and their effects on certain nerotransmitter systems as possible contributing
factors in the development of schizo
phrenia. A former member of the
Denton County (Texas) Mental
Health and Mental Retardation
Center Board of Trustees, she was
the first recipient of the Dr. Judy
Williams Award, which was
established and presented by the
Denton County Alliance for the
Mentally 111. She and her husband
James have three children, Joanna
Hawkins, David Williams and Douglas
Williams.

Elise D. Adams, '83 B.S, nursing,
of Huntsville, teaches nursing at
Calhoun Community College in
Decatur. She and her husband, Tom
Adams, '80, have two sons, David and
Jonathan.
Dr. N. Jan Davis, '83 M.S. and
'85 Ph.D., mechanical engineering,
of Huntsville, received the 2001 Ralph
Coats Roe Medal from the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers. She
is director of flight projects at NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center. Selected
as an astronaut in 1987, she served as
payload commander for the STS-85
space shuttle mission in 1997 and as a
mission specialist on shuttle flights in
1992 and 1994.
Tom Buchanan, '85 B.S.,
accounting, of Oneonta, Ala, is
general counsel for Corr Wireless.
He is a member of the Oneonta Lions
Club, and a member and secretary for
the Oneonta Utilities Board. He and
his wife Crystal have one daughter,
Amanda.
Michael D. Baker, '86 B.S,
electrical and computer engineering,
of Danville, Calif, is a senior
consultant for Energy Systems
Solutions, designing and installing
control systems for nuclear power
plants in the U.S. and the former
Soviet Union. He and his wife Anne
Campbell-Baker have one daughter,
Samantha.
Tod Wolf, '87 M.S., electrical
engineering, of Richardson, Texas, is
a systems and design engineer at Texas
Instruments in Dallas. He is a member
of IEEE. He and his wife Leasa have
two children.
Stephen Bailey, '89 B.S., electrical
engineering, is a senior system
engineer for Raytheon in Huntsville.
He and his wife Tina live in Madison.
Tami Henderson Winkelman, '89
B.A., music education, of Dacula,
Georgia, is minister of music for the
Church of God of Prophecy in
Hoschton. She and her husband
Kevin have two children, Evin and
Taylor.
Dr. Karen Breeding Cubelli, '96
B.S., management, of Columbia, S.C,
is a pharmacist. She and her husband
Michael have one son, Ryley, and are
expecting another child.
Dorothy "Dottie" Stidham, '96
M.S, nursing, of Hamilton, Ala,
joined the Marion Medical Clinic as
a nurse practitioner.
Jesse E. Thomas, '96 B.S,
electrical engineering, is a design
engineer for Benchmark Electronics,
Inc. He and his wife Cheryl live in
Huntsville.

For Balkan
peacekeepers,
Chuck Escriba,
'90, is 'IT'
Chuck Escriba is part of a vast support
network that stands behind the U.S. sol
diers on peacekeeping duty in Bosnia.
Escriba just isn't as far behind the soldiers
as most of that network.
For the past year and a half the UAH
alumnus has been living and working in
two Balkan hotspots, first Kosovo and
now Bosnia, while he provides informa
tion technology (IT) support for soldiers
in the international peacekeeping force.
"I can't go into too much detail but
the region is stable — except what you
have read concerning the flare ups in
Kosovo and Macedonia," he writes from
his billet in "Eagle base" near Tuzla. "This
is mostly Americans, but we do have Finn
and Russian troops here, and also support
outlying camps that include Turkish and
Danish army; truly a multi-cultural expe
rience."
As division automation officer for the
Multinational Division North ("Don't
read too much into my title, as the Army
has a habit of this type of thing."), Escriba
is responsible for maintaining automation
services and software for about 2,000 sol
diers and civilians.
"Life at Eagle base is pretty mundane,"
he says. "The people are friendly and glad
we are here. As a contractor we adhere to
most of the same rules as the Army,
except we can visit the local towns on
occasion. For the most part we live and
work on base.
"The soldiers, on the other hand,
can't leave base except on their daily mis
sions or on organized outings to local
restaurants.
"This has been a memorable experi
ence and 1 will probably remain another
year before returning home to Florida."

In PRINT
• Ronald Hall, '68, of Hartselle, Ala.,
published the autobiographical local
history, "Austinville: A Gathering of
Memories," which details his youth in the
Morgan County community which has
since been absorbed by Decatur. Hall is
retired from Boeing, where he worked in
the space shuttle program.
• Teresa Blythe, '78,
of Novato, Calif., coauthored "Watching
What We Watch:
Primetime Television
Through the Lens of
Faith." The book
analyzes television from
the perspective of
Christian values and
beliefs.

Dr. Malcolm Schug from the University of
North Carolina at Greensboro answers
questions after his fall talk in the Hudson
Biotechnology Seminar Series. The series
of free seminars relating to current events
in biotechnology research is supported
by a gift from Jim Hudson, '87. The
presentations, which continue through
the academic year, cover a wide range of
topics, including biosensors, evolutionary
genetics, extremophiles, life on Mars,
and peanut allergens!

CFC campaign raises
$3,300 for UAH scholarships

Teresa Blythe

• Dr. Suzanne R. Thurman, an
instmctor in UAH's History Department,
has published, "O Sisters Ain't You
Happy?: Gender, Family and Community
Among the Harvard and Shirley Shakers,
1781-1918." Published through Syracuse
University Press, the book looks at
attitudes that helped to liberate Shaker
women in these Massachusetts religious
communities.

Obituaries
• Larry D. Plexico, '69 and '81, of
Huntsville, died Dec. 14, 2001. He was 59.
Plexico was retired from the Defense
Intelligence Agency, where he was a senior
intelligence analyst for 34 years. He is sur
vived by his wife, Katherine; one son,
Patrick Plexico of Huntsville; and one
daughter, Laura Plexico of Huntsville.
• James W. Hood, '72, of Huntsville, died
Nov. 7, 2001. He was 59.
He was retired from the Huntsville
school system, where he was an art teacher.
He is survived by his wife, Sandra; and two
daughters, Carrie Hood Johnson of
Houston, Texas, and Melissa Hood Bullard
of Huntsville.
• Patty Tanner, '89, of Huntsville, died
Jan. 9. She was 42.
She was a past president of Alabama
Reflexology. She is survived by her hus
band, Bill, and one stepson, Andy Tanner
of Elkmont.
• Sardis Millard Johnson of Foley,
Alabama, died Nov. 10, 2001. He
was 77.
A graduate of Howard College and a
World War II veteran, Johnson served on
The University of Alabama in Huntsville
development committee. He was a former
Crestwood Hospital administrator. He is
survived by his wife, Ruth; one son, Steven
Johnson of Panama City, Fla.; and one
daughter, Susan Johnson of Birmingham.

Five-year-old Trevian Stinnett knows
that a good cookie is the best way to
celebrate mom's graduation from UAH.
Trevian and other family members joined
Shemika Stinnett, '01, at the December
graduate reception at the Bevill Center
to celebrate her completion of the
requirements for a bachelor's degree
in elementary education.

The results are in, and UAH alumni
contributed $3,300 to UAH Alumni
Association scholarships during last
fall's Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC).
Similar to the United Way, CFC
is an annual program for federal
employees that allows them to make
contributions to member charities. In
the T ennessee Valley this covers a wide
range of employers, including NASA,
the U.S. Army and the Social Security
Administration.

Last year, for the first time, the
UAH Alumni Association scholarship
fund was designated as an eligible
CFC recipient. Donations made
through CFC do double duty by
earning donors recognition from both
organizations.
Alumni association scholarships
range from $500 to $1,400 and are
awarded to students representing all
five of the university's colleges.
Thanks for supporting CFC and

UAH!

Don't say we didn't warn you...
In the coming weeks you will probably get one or more
requests for financial support from the UAH Alumni
Association and UAH's University Development Office.
You may get a telephone call from a UAH student
asking you to make a contribution to the Alumni
Association's scholarship fund. This year we will give
$30,000, mostly in small awards, to talented students who
could use a little (emphasis on little) extra financial help.
The student caller should also ask you to update your
address records. Keeping an accurate address on file is
important. It helps us control costs by eliminating wasted
mailings and helps us efficiently deliver publications,
including the UAH Alumni News.
Many of our callers are volunteers. Some are students
working to earn a little extra money. All are outstanding
examples of the caliber of today's university student (plus
the occasional faculty member or dean). Take a moment
to visit with them, be kind, and please make
a gift.
Next, you may find a request to join the alumni
association in your mailbox. The cost is only $25 per
year and the revenue covers programs and services
available to all graduates. Free e-mail forwarding,
publication of the UAH Alumni News, and funding
for on-campus activities that benefit students are
examples of the services provided by the alumni
association.
During February, the association answered a student

organization's request to cover the cost of a popular band
during the campuswide Homecoming week celebration.
The association also covered the cost of bringing 36
outstanding alumni to campus to share the benefits of
their expertise and experience with students who aspire
to the same careers.
Association membership isn't a one-way street.
Members enjoy attractive benefits, including
discounted membership at the fabulous new
University Fitness Center, privileges at the newly
expanded Salmon Library with its state of the art
computer capabilities, and discounts at the University
Bookstore, and on things like insurance, rental cars, and
hotel rooms.
Finally, you may get a request for a donation to an
academic department. Private donations can make the
difference between a good university and a great one
by providing the enhancements that are often out of the
reach of institutional budgets. Private gifts provide
scholarships, can be directed toward the purchase of
equipment, or to support the department or programs
you choose.
One important measure of a university's success is
the percentage of its alumni who stay involved by
joining the alumni association and making an annual
gift (or two). Share your pride by supporting your
university. Thanks for joining the UAH Alumni
Association, and for making an annual gift.

